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1 The finality of the last action has been withdrawn and the prosecution of the 
case re-opened. 

2. Claims 15, 16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

These claims are indefinite in failing to further limit the apparatus in a structural sense. 
Applicant needs to insert structural limitations into the claims or cancel them. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Rowland (see Fig. 2, part numerals 40, 42, 44 and 46; Figs. 3-7 
and 9; col. 10, line 7; col. 10, lines 30-35; col. 10, lines 40-50; col. 10, line 66 through 
col. 11, line 25). 

Rowland discloses the instant claimed method and apparatus for patterning an optical 
element (ie, sheet 16) by positioning same on a carrier face of a lower mold 42, with 
pins 44 acting as the instant holding components for the sheet, and employing an upper 
mold 46 with protrusions in a pattern to emboss the upper surface of the sheet. 
Rowland employs a driving device to press the molds together and emboss the 
element. The applied reference also employs various heating fluids— water (54d) and 
oil (54c)— at different stations (54c and 54d) or electric cartridge heaters (54b) to heat 
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the upper mold (and lower mold) and cooling pipes (54e) to cool the lower mold (and 
upper mold). Note that acrylic materials are used (col. 9, line 37) and that the molds 
themselves would contain the necessary heat exchange conduits and heaters — see col. 
10, lines 30-39. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, 9, 11, 14, 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rowland. 

The applied reference discloses the basic claimed process and device as set forth in 
paragraph 3, supra, Rowland essentially lacking the aspects of the molds being made of 
a copper alloy, the pattern being V-grooves and that the optical element is a diffusing 
sheet. The disclosure of making the molds out of copper (see col. 10, line 7) would 
render a copper alloy obvious thereover and the instant V-grooves would have been 
obvious patterns over the retroreflective prisms of Rowland. The exact pattern would 
have depended on the exact optical effect desired/ sheet produced and hence would 
surely have been within the skill level of the art. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Application/Control Number: 10/716,068 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 1732 

In view of the newly found art to Rowland, prosecution has been re-opened. Needless 
to say, Rowland is much closer to the instant invention than the previously applied 
references and applicant's comments directed to them are essentially not in point now. 

6.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
121 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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M. Vargot 
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